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Threat Trajectory

Threat Breakdown

Each category 0-100, scored from live conflict, insurgency, crime, protest & Cloudflare Radar cyber
feeds. See the full threat matrix

Cyber & Internet Disruption

Layer-7 DDoS attack intensity (0-100, normalized) & internet outages over the last 28 days - Source:
Cloudflare Radar.

Situation Summary

Iraq faces elevated security pressure from converging threats: US-Iran regional tensions are
manifesting in drone activity targeting critical infrastructure and Western diplomatic/military

assets; al-Qaeda and ISIS-affiliated cells continue conventional and asymmetric operations,
particularly in western and central governorates; and Kurdish autonomous zones are absorbing both
external drone strikes and internal sectarian friction. The past 48 hours show no de-escalation
trend, with attacks on energy infrastructure and air defense engagements indicating sustained
operational tempo by multiple hostile actors.

Key Developments

- Erbil, Kurdistan Region - 16 Jul 2026 (evening)

Coalition and Kurdish air defenses intercepted eight explosive-laden drones over Erbil, with at
least one additional drone engaged by Iraqi security forces; visual confirmation via social media
showed multiple aerial explosions near the US consulate vicinity, indicating direct targeting of US
diplomatic/military infrastructure.

- Basra oil export terminal - 16 Jul 2026

A drone struck an oil tanker at Basra’s export terminal, prompting Iragi authorities to suspend
crude oil loading across all national export facilities; officials reported no fires or casualties,
but the incident represents the second drone attack on Basra energy infrastructure within 24 hours.



- Basra region, oil infrastructure - 15-16 Jul 2026

Back-to-back drone incidents struck southern Irag’s critical petroleum export hub within roughly 24
hours, creating temporary operational shutdown and raising immediate concern over the resilience of
Irag’s energy sector against unmanned aerial systems.

- National security posture - 16 Jul 2026

Regional security briefings continued to flag sustained elevated threat levels across Iraq, with no
clear de-escalation indicators; ongoing US-Iran tensions, local insurgent activity, and extremist
pressure combined to sustain heightened volatility.

- Erbil consulate area - 16 Jul 2026

Eyewitness video documentation circulated on X/Twitter and regional media confirmed drone
interception activity and explosions in the immediate vicinity of US consular facilities,
corroborating reports of targeted air-defense engagement.

Highest-Risk Areas

Al-Anbar Governorate remains the single highest-risk zone (score 100), driven by persistent ISIS and
al-Qaeda operational presence and limited state control in remote border areas. Erbil Governorate
(76) and Baghdad (72.9) have surged in risk ranking due to direct drone targeting of US and

coalition assets, coupled with ongoing sectarian and Kurdish-Arab tensions. The southern cluster-Dhi
Qar, Basra, Maysan, and Wasit-all register at 70+ owing to both drone strikes on critical energy
infrastructure and residual militia activity; the Basra incidents underscore that even nominally
"stable" zones are now exposed to precision unmanned threats tied to regional power competition.

How GeoBit Would Assist

Security teams with personnel or assets in Irag should employ AOI (area-of-interest) monitoring with
alerting on Erbil (consulate), Baghdad (Green Zone), and Basra (oil terminals) to detect drone
activity, air-defense engagement, or infrastructure strikes in real time. Battle mapping and
force-structure tracking will clarify the position and capability of coalition air defenses and

Iraqi security forces responding to incursions. OSINT fusion (X/Twitter, Telegram, local media, and
YouTube verification) enables rapid corroboration of attack claims and damage assessment before
official statements, critical for duty-of-care and evacuation decisions.

7-Day Outlook

Drone activity targeting Western and critical infrastructure assets is likely to persist over the

next 7 days, driven by US-Iran proxy dynamics; ho major military de-escalation is visible. Risk to
personnel in Erbil, Baghdad, and Basra will remain elevated; energy-sector disruptions may recur,
affecting economic operations and staff movement. Conventional insurgent activity in Al-Anbar and
mixed militia/extremist operations in central governorates will continue at baseline intensity

absent a significant political or military shift.

Highest-Risk Areas - Ranked

#State / RegionRisk1Al-Anbar Governorate1002Erbil Governorate763Baghdad Governorate72.94Dhi Qar
Governorate70.55Halabja Governorate70.36Babil Governorate707Wasit Governorate708Al-Qadisiyah
Governorate709Al-Muthanna Governorate7010Maysan Governorate7011Al-Basra Governorate7012AI-Najaf
Governorate70
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REPORTED EVENTS (MOST-CITED)

No high-confidence events in the current window.

Generated by GeoBit Al on 2026-07-17 from publicly reported events. Context only; not a risk advisory.



